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Deserve a Bullet

The Rust Bullet Automotive Undercarriage Kit comes with
everything you need to coat the entire underside of a car, or a
whole lot of panels and parts. You get the Metal Blast, metallic gray
undercoat, and a can of top coat in your choice of color.
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It’s not often that we run a straight product

test and example in Maximum Drive, but then it’s not

often that we get ahold of a product like Rust Bullet.

This product impressed us enough to warrant some

special attention.

A little background is in
order. We have a 1969 Corvette
Stingray in the Max Drive garage.
Nothing special, just a small-
block with an automatic, but it’s
ours and we love it. Last year, we
got the basic 350 engine sorted
out to the tune of 240 RWHP
and 300 Ib.-ft. of torque.

This year, the project is to
get the tired TH400 slush box
out of there and replace it with
a more interesting Muncie
4-speed. Lucky for us, Chevy

makes that swap comparatively

easy. You just have to change
some panels on the firewall,
replace the pedal assembly, bolt
on the brackets for the clutch
linkage and then do all the
greasy work to install the new
trans. We'll cover the rest of
that another day, but what has
us occupied today is getting the
conversion parts for the firewall
and chassis ready to install.

We sourced our conversion
kit from a Corvette junkyard
and like most junkyard parts,
the plates and brackets are all

THE RESULTS ARE SPECTACULAR AND UNLIKE POWDER
(OAT, YOU DON'T NEED ANY SPECIAL EQUIPMENT T GET
GREAT RESULTS.

—

l Here's one side of the panel, and it’s as bad as the other one. This is

going to take some serious work.

B These are the
fasteners for our
test panel. We’ll
just get them
de-rusted by
soaking them in
Metal Blast in a
mason jar.

M This panel is as rusty as a junkyard part can be. But we’ll get it ready to
dress up our firewall and last forever.
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Bl You can see
the rust starts

to come off
looking at what to do about e fasteners

covered with a good layer of

surface rust. So we started

that. Spray paint was rejected  jmmediately on
out of hand. We want to do this  contact with the
job only once, and we need it ~ Metal Blast.

to last. We strongly considered
powder coat, but we needed to
neutralize any remaining rust.
Then we looked at epoxies
and other sealant coating
products, and that’s where we
encountered Rust Bullet. This
product has multiple patents and
uses a different approach from
anything else on the market,
so we decided to give it a try.
The results are spectacular and
unlike powder coat, you don’t
need any special equipment to

get great results.

What is Rust Bullet,
Anyway?

Rust Bullet is a polyurethane-
based coating that neutralizes
rust and seals metal to prevent
new rust from forming. That’s
the core thing you need to know.
Of course, there’s more to it than
that. We're product nerds, so we
read safety data sheets.

If you get the automotive
undercarriage kit, Rust Bullet
comes with a jug of metal prep
solution to dissolve rust, two
cans of automotive metallic
gray base coat, and a can of
black topcoat paint, and the
solvent you use as paint thinner.
Each of these components has
its own custom attributes that
make Rust Bullet different
from other coatings.

The Metal Blast cleaner uses
phosphoric acid to dissolve sur-

face rust, and has some deter-

gents and corrosion inhibitors
to help it clean metal effective-
ly. The best thing about this

B We put the panel into a plastic box to keep the Metal Blast under control. Spray it down thoroughly and
stuff is that cleanup and neu- reapply a squirt if it dries.
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tralization happens with just
plain warm water.

Rust Bullet Automotive in
metallic gray is a polyurethane
paint that is activated by a cat-
alyzing chemical related to the
stuff used to make crazy glue,
but this particular catalystis used
to harden industrial polyure-
thane. Rust Bullet automotive
paint also contains aluminum,
which is key to its function, and
some special high-grade sol-
vents. The resin penetrates the
remaining rust on the metal and
sucks the water right out of the
oxidized steel. The water/mois-
ture actually cures Rust Bullet
into an armor-tough finish. By
dehydrating the steel and then
encapsulating it in polyure-
thane, no new oxygen can get
to the metal to create any more
rust. What you end up with in
the base coat is a hard polyure-

THE WATER/MOISTURE
ACTUALLY CURES
RUST BULLET
INTO AN ARMOR-
TOUGH FINISH.
BY DEHYDRATING
THE STEEL AND THEN
ENCAPSULATING IT
IN POLYURETHANE,
NO NEW OXYGEN
CANGETTO
THE METAL
10 CREATE
ANY MORE RUST.
]

M The front side gets the same
treatment. Keep it wet with Metal
Blast from the spray bottle.

} _:_::-—‘_\‘fr_‘ ....-1‘.
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Il After about

) 20 minutes,

we worked on
the panel with
the scrubby
to get some
of that loose
rust off.

Bl Within
an hour, our
panel looks
like this. The
loose rust is

~ all gone and

when it’s dry,

g it will be ready

to paint.

M The

backside looks
just as good
as the front—
we’re ready to
paint!

thane shell that seals your metal
parts against the elements.

The BlackShell i1s a different
kind of paint designed specifically
for surface coating. This paint
uses cellulose acetate butyrate,
which is a tough plastic with extra
ultraviolet resistance and high-
surface gloss. This material is
catalyzed by another variant of the
crazy glue family of chemicals. Put
them together and you get a great
topcoat that lasts through all kinds
of abuse.

To finish this chemistry lesson,
it’s almost as important to note
what Rust Bullet does not contain.
Rust Bullet has no zinc, no lead,
no chromates and no heavy metals
of any kind. That’s key, because
it makes Rust Bullet one of the
safest and environmentally friendly

products you can use.

How Does Rust Bullet Work?

So, here’show itall works together.
You can follow the procedure with
the photos to see our actual garage
results on one particularly rusty
panel and some fasteners.

The Automotive Undercarriage
kit from Rust Bullet includes
everything you need for a project,
up to and including a whole ladder
frame for a car. The kit comes with
two quarts of the metallic gray
paint, one quart of the BlackShell
paint, a bottle of Metal Blast
rust dissolver, a bottle of solvent
thinner, three scrub sponges, three
paintbrushes and even a supply of
chemical-resistant gloves. All you
need is a bucket of warm water
and a reasonably warm, dry, well-
ventilated place to work. Metal
Blast and Rust Bullet products do
throw off some fumes.

The first thing you need to do is
to get rid of the powdery or flaky
rust on the surface of the metal.

You can stick paint to the rust but



B The Rust
Bullet base
coat goes

© onwitha

- very metallic
. look. You can
ignore a few

~ bubbles or

the iridescent
look. It will
smooth out
as it dries

B The front
side would
look fine in

| this paint,
and it would
be perfectly
protected.
But black is
correct for
our engine
bay.

if the rust won'’t stick to the underlying metal, any kind of coating
will come off as the rust flakes off. So start by spraying on the Metal
Blast cleaner, then let it work for anywhere from 20 minutes to a
couple of hours. Give it some more applications and scrub the part
to help loosen the surface rust and any other grime. Then rinse with
water to check your results.

Hit stubborn areas or nooks and crannies with

a wire brush or wire wheel to get them as free as
possible of loose rust.

When your part is completely dry, you can stir up the can of Rust
Bullet Automotive and brush it onto the metal surface. You can
spray it on if you have that kind of equipment, but brushing it on
works perfectly well. You don’t have to use too much, just enough
to give the part a good coating.

The aluminum in the paint helps to create the metallic color and
fill in any pits or flaws in the metal, and helps to make the resulting
coating even stronger. You need two coats of the metallic gray base
coat, applied about four hours apart if temperatures are normal (60—
80 degrees) for indoor work.

‘When the base coats are well dried, you can apply the BlackShell
topcoat as an option. Rust Bullet doesn’t strictly need the black
topcoat, but the BlackShell looks more correct for ladder frames and
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H The BlackShell coating goes on glossy and
should dry glossy. Be careful when testing it for

dryness, we put a couple fingerprints into the
paint when it was still tacky!

suspension components, yielding a gloss black
finish that is resistant to moisture, abuse and
to UV if it’s subject to direct sunlight. The
BlackShell topcoat goes on with the brush
just like the base coats.

Rust Bullet Results

We finished our panels and brackets
in a weekend, allowing plenty of drying
time between coats. We took our time
and coated both sides of each part, and
used the Metal Blast in a glass mason jar
to remove rust from our fasteners while
we were at it. We didn’t use a 10th of the
paint and Metal Blast that came in our kit,
so we're already thinking of pulling some
suspension components and giving them
the Rust Bullet treatment. Then there’s the
car-hauling trailer, then the boat trailer,

you get the idea.

When it’s fully cured,
Rust Bullet has amazing heat
resistance—up to 314 degrees

Fahrenheit continuously and up
to 617 degrees Fahrenheit for up
to 72 hours at a time. This means
you can use it in engine bays.

You can pick up the Automotive
Undercarriage kit direct from Rust Bullet
for $149.99. If you just have some panels
and brackets to do, you might choose the
Rust Bullet Automotive Double Shot for
just $22.99. The Double Shot gives you
two 4-ounce cans of the Metallic base
coat, plus gloves and brushes. Big-time
users can get the Truck Kit with three
quarts of Automotive base coat and two
quarts of BlackShell, plus two jugs of
Metal Blast for $239.99. You can also buy
Metal Blast by itself. A 24-ounce jug will
set you back $19.99.

You can order all Rust Bullet products
directly from the manufacturer through
their website (www.rustbullet.com) and get
free shipping on most orders over $75.

The bottom line is that we recommend
Rust Bullet products. We use it on our own

cars, and that says it all.

H The finished product is hard, and will last indefinitely in this car. Note that we plan to run a chase
through the threaded nuts welded to the panel before installation. There’s no good way to keep paint

out of the threads, so we’ll fix that later.





